
News Release

BENTONIA CONTRACTOR COULD HAVE PREVENTED DEADLY FLORA EXPLOSION, DEATH OF 25-
YEAR-OLD WELDER, US DEPARTMENT OF LABOR INVESTIGATION FINDS

W.S. Red Hancock exposed workers to unsafe conditions including fire and explosion hazards

JACKSON, MS – Federal investigators have determined that the employer of a 25-year-old welder – who suffered fatal injuries in
an explosion at a Flora work site in July 2022 – could have prevented the tragedy by following federal workplace safety
standards. 

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration learned the explosion occurred during welding
operations while the work crew employed by W.S. Red Hancock Inc. replaced old metal tanks with fiberglass ones at a saltwater
disposal site for oil and gas fields.

The explosion sent seven of the company’s employees to local hospitals, including the welder who died as a result of his
injuries six days later. 

“The terrible loss of a young worker’s life is a reminder of how volatile and dangerous welding and cutting work can be,” said
OSHA Area Office Director Courtney Bohannon in Jackson, Mississippi. “W.S. Red Hancock failed to follow established safety
procedures, leaving a family, friends and co-workers to grieve a preventable loss of life and the other injured workers to deal
with the aftermath.”

OSHA’s investigation led the agency to issue a citation to W.S. Red Hancock, a Bentonia oilfield contractor, for willfully failing to
fill the saltwater disposal tank with water, or to thoroughly clean, ventilate and test the tank for flammable substances. OSHA
also cited the company with serious violations for failing to:

Instruct workers about unsafe conditions and regulations for working around equipment containing flammable
substances.

Make provisions for prompt medical attention for workers exposed to explosion hazards.

Have valid certifications available that confirmed a person on site had first-aid training and that the closest infirmary or
medical facility was more than 10 minutes away.

Remove or protect movable fire hazards near welding operations and flammable substances.

Ensure employees working in a basket aerial lift used or utilized fall protection.

OSHA has proposed $196,886 in penalties to address the safety violations found in the investigation.

W.S. Red Hancock Inc. has more than 75 years of experience in oilfield construction and services, dirt work, heavy construction
and mechanical/fabrication. The company is licensed and operates in Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas.

The company has 15 business days from receipt of the citations and penalties to comply, request an informal conference with
OSHA, or contest the findings before the independent Occupational Safety and Health Review Commission.

Visit OSHA’s website for information on developing a workplace safety and health program and on chemical hazards and toxic
substances. Employers can also contact the agency for information about OSHA’s compliance assistance resources and for free
help on complying with OSHA standards.

Agency: Occupational Safety & Health Administration

Date: February 7, 2023

Release Number: 23-158-ATL

Please note: As of 01/20/2025, information in some news releases may be out of date or not reflect current policies.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

1/1/26, 11:54 PM Bentonia contractor could have prevented deadly Flora explosion, death of 25-year-old welder, US Department of Labor investigation finds | U.S. Department of Labor

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207 1/2

http://www.osha.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/2023/02/OSHA2023158.pdf
https://www.oshrc.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/safeandsound/safety-and-health-programs
https://www.osha.gov/chemical-hazards
https://www.osha.gov/chemical-hazards
https://www.osha.gov/complianceassistance/cas
https://www.osha.gov/complianceassistance/cas
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/


Agencies Forms Guidance Search FAQ About DOL News

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

200 Constitution Ave NW
Washington, DC 20210
1-866-4-USA-DOL
1-866-487-2365
www.dol.gov

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

White House

Disaster Recovery Assistance

DisasterAssistance.gov

USA.gov

No Fear Act Data

U.S. Office of Special Counsel

LABOR DEPARTMENT

About DOL

Guidance Search

Español

Office of Inspector General

A to Z Index

ABOUT THE SITE

Freedom of Information Act

Privacy & Security Statement

Disclaimers

Important Website Notices

Plug-Ins Used on DOL.gov

Accessibility Statement

Important Website Notices Privacy & Security Statement

Connect With DOL

Media Contact: Eric R. Lucero

Phone Number: 678-237-0630

Email: lucero.eric.r@dol.gov

Media Contact: Erika Ruthman

Phone Number: 678-237-0630

Email: ruthman.erika.b@dol.gov

Share This

More News Releases

Previous
US Department of Labor recovers $49K in back wages,
damages for Honolulu preschool employees denied full
wages

Next Up
US Department of Labor cites US Postal Service for
failing to provide running water, usable bathroom at
Chesapeake facility for more than a month

1/1/26, 11:54 PM Bentonia contractor could have prevented deadly Flora explosion, death of 25-year-old welder, US Department of Labor investigation finds | U.S. Department of Labor

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207 2/2

https://www.dol.gov/general/dol-agencies
https://www.dol.gov/general/forms
https://www.dol.gov/guidance
https://www.dol.gov/general/faq
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom
https://www.dol.gov/
tel:1-866-487-2365
tel:1-866-487-2365
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/general/disasterrecovery
https://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/oasam/centers-offices/civil-rights-center/resports/notification-and-federal-employee-antidiscrimination-retaliation-act-of-2002
https://osc.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol
https://www.dol.gov/guidance
https://www.dol.gov/general/topic/spanish-speakingtopic
https://www.oig.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/general/siteindex
https://www.dol.gov/general/foia
https://www.dol.gov/general/privacynotice
https://www.dol.gov/general/disclaim
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/website-policies
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/file-formats
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/accessibility
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/website-policies
https://www.dol.gov/general/privacynotice
https://www.facebook.com/departmentoflabor
https://twitter.com/USDOL
https://www.instagram.com/USDOL/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/u-s-department-of-labor/
https://www.youtube.com/user/USDepartmentofLabor
tel:678-237-0630
mailto:lucero.eric.r@dol.gov
tel:678-237-0630
mailto:ruthman.erika.b@dol.gov
https://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207&title=Bentonia%20contractor%20could%20have%20prevented%20deadly%20Flora%20explosion,%20death%20of%2025-year-old%20welder,%20US%20Department%20of%20Labor%20investigation%20finds
https://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207&title=Bentonia%20contractor%20could%20have%20prevented%20deadly%20Flora%20explosion,%20death%20of%2025-year-old%20welder,%20US%20Department%20of%20Labor%20investigation%20finds
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207&title=Bentonia%20contractor%20could%20have%20prevented%20deadly%20Flora%20explosion,%20death%20of%2025-year-old%20welder,%20US%20Department%20of%20Labor%20investigation%20finds%20&source=http://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207&title=Bentonia%20contractor%20could%20have%20prevented%20deadly%20Flora%20explosion,%20death%20of%2025-year-old%20welder,%20US%20Department%20of%20Labor%20investigation%20finds%20&source=http://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207&status=Bentonia%20contractor%20could%20have%20prevented%20deadly%20Flora%20explosion,%20death%20of%2025-year-old%20welder,%20US%20Department%20of%20Labor%20investigation%20finds%20+http://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207&status=Bentonia%20contractor%20could%20have%20prevented%20deadly%20Flora%20explosion,%20death%20of%2025-year-old%20welder,%20US%20Department%20of%20Labor%20investigation%20finds%20+http://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207
mailto:?subject=Bentonia%20contractor%20could%20have%20prevented%20deadly%20Flora%20explosion,%20death%20of%2025-year-old%20welder,%20US%20Department%20of%20Labor%20investigation%20finds%20&body=Check%20out%20this%20page%20http://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207
mailto:?subject=Bentonia%20contractor%20could%20have%20prevented%20deadly%20Flora%20explosion,%20death%20of%2025-year-old%20welder,%20US%20Department%20of%20Labor%20investigation%20finds%20&body=Check%20out%20this%20page%20http://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20230207
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20230207-0

